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Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on Mar 1 1, 1998 . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application Is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 



3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
Is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

Kl Claim(s) 1-42 



Is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, clalm(s) 34-42, as drawn to a non-elected species 
□ Clalm(s) 



Kl Clalm(s) 1-33 

□ Claim(s) 

n Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on Is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* DNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
•Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C, § 1 19(e). 

Attachment(s) 

Kl Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of the application. 

Commissioner of Patents. 

In response to applicant's letter filed 3/1 1/98 regarding the last Office action, the following corrective action is 

taken. 

The period for reply of 3 MONTHS set in said Office action is restarted to begin with the nnailing date of this 

letter. 

A copy of the office action with a PTO-892 citing Japan '526 is attached. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 
Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. See MPEP 203.08. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed 
to examiner George Fourson whose telephone number is (703) 308-2544. The examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wael Fahmy can 
be reached on (703) 308-4918. The fax number for this group is (703)308-7722(and 7724 and 7382). MPEP 502.01 
contains instructions regarding procedures used in submitting resporisr^s^y facsimile transmission. 



George/Fowrson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2823 



GFourson 
March 27, 2000 



